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NEW MEXICO NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT ENVIRONMENTAL OVERVIEW 

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 is a federal law that establishes national 
environmental policy and goals for the protection, maintenance, and enhancement of the 
environment.  It establishes the Council on Environmental Quality which provides a process for 
implementing these goals within the federal agencies.  Federal agencies and state agencies that 
use federal funding for a proposed project or action or that need a permit from a federal agency 
are required to implement NEPA.  

The NEPA requires, to the fullest extent possible, that the policies, regulations, and laws of the 
Federal Government are interpreted and administered in accordance with its environmental 
protection goals. The NEPA also requires Federal agencies to use an interdisciplinary approach 
in planning and decision-making for any action that adversely impacts the environment. The 
NEPA requires, and the State if New Mexico, is committed to the examination and avoidance of 
potential impacts to the natural and human environment when considering approval of proposed 
projects.  One of the goals of NEPA is to ensure that potential environmental impacts of a federal 
action are evaluated and considered by decision makers before the action is implemented. 

Public input and interagency coordination establish degrees of agency participation and 
coordination.  The complexity of proposed projects and types and severity of environmental 
Impacts that may result from a proposed action determine the level of effort of environmental 
review.  Levels of effort follow. 

A Categorical Exclusion (CATX or CE) is prepared when: 

 a proposed action is minor; and  
 is not expected to cause significant environmental effects; and 
 when no extraordinary circumstances exist; and 
 is listed as a categorical exclusion activity in the federal agency’s regulations  

 

An Environmental Assessment (EA) is prepared to determine if a proposed action would 
cause significant environmental effects.  If the effects are not significant, then a Finding of 
No Significant Impact (FONSI) may be prepared.  If the effects are significant then an 
environmental impact statement must be prepared.  

An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is prepared when a proposed action is 
expected to cause significant environmental effects   

 
 
 
 
Acknowledgements: The Following Agencies worked on this document together in 2009: 
Border Environment Cooperation Commission, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Indian Health 
Services, Natural Resources Conservation Service, New Mexico Finance Authority, NM 
Dept of Cultural Affairs, NM Dept of Finance and Administration, NM Dept of 
Transportation, NM Energy Minerals and Natural Resources Dept,  NM Environment Dept, 
NM Environmental Finance Center,  NM Indian Affairs Dept, Rural Community Assistance 
Corporation, US Army Corps of Engineers, US Bureau of Land Management, US Bureau of 
Reclamation, US Dept of Agriculture, US Dept of Housing and Urban Development, US 
Fish and Wildlife Service, and US Forest Service. 
 

Comment [R1]: Add link provided 
by Susan to new website 

Comment [R2]: Add link to NEPA 



Agency/Company Represented First Last Title

Border Environment Cooperation Commission Javier Torres Regional Project Manager

Bureau of Indian Affairs Harrilene Yazzie Regional NEPA Coordinator

EMNRD Forestry Division Susan Rich Forest and Watershed Health Coordinator

Indian Health Services Tina Meyers Albuquerque IHS Staff Environmental Engineer

Indian Health Services Kelly Mortensen Navaho IHS NEPA Coordinator

Medius, Inc. Annette Morales Community Planner

Natural Resources Conservation Service George Chavez State Resource Conservationist

New Mexico Finance Authority Michael Vonderheide Senior Program Administrator

NM Deptartment of Cultural Affairs Michelle Ensey State Historic Preservation Division Archaeologist

NM Deptartment of Finance & Administration Monica Roybal Community Development Bureau Environmental Specialist

NM Deptartment of Finance & Administration Sam Ojinaga Deputy Director of Local government Division

NM Deptartment of Transportation Rochelle Byars Environmental Design Division Director

NM Environment Department Jim Chiasson CPB Technical Manager

NM Environment Department Richard Rose Construction Programs Bureau (CPB) Chief

NM Environment Department Saroj Baxter CPB Administrative Manager

NM Environment Department Milton Bluehouse NM Environment Department Tribal Liaison

NM Environment Department Georgia Cleverley Chief of the Office of Planning & Performance

NM Environmental Finance Center Heather Himmelberger Director

NM Indian Affairs Department Rebecca Martinez Capital Outlay Manager

Rural Community Assistance Corporation Olga Morales Rural Development Secialist - Environmental

Rural Community Assistance Corporation Blanca Surgeon Assistance Provider

US Army Corps of Engineers Lesley McWhirter Regulatoy Branch Chief for NM & TX

US Bureau of Land Management Ed Singleton Albuquerque District Office Manager

US Bureau of Reclamation Lori Robertson Manager of the Environment Division, Albuquerque Area Office

US Department of Agriculture George Scott USDA State Engineer

US Dept of Housing and Urban Development Frank Padilla Director, HUD Planning and Community Development

US Fish and Wildlife Service Santiago Gonzales Senior Fish and Wildlife Biologist

US Forest Service, SW Region Bob Davis Director, Ecosystems/Watershed/Air Management

Wilson & Company Donzil Worthington Senior Project Manager

Zia EEC Fenton Kay NEPA Coordinator

2009 NM Environmental Review Working Group


	Visio-NM NEPA Flowchart 10 21 09.pdf
	The NEPA process 10 21 09
	ER Group Handout IFC

