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Potential Hazards to Water Supplies 

ÁDrying up of water sources 

ÁWildfires 

ÁFlooding and debris flows 

ÁNatural geologic contamination 

ÁManmade contamination 

Á Intrusion, vandalism, terrorist attack 

ÁLack of maintenance and infrastructure 

deterioration 
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A condition of moisture deficit sufficient to 

have an adverse effect on vegetation, animals 

and man over a sizeable area. 

Drought 

Wet and Dry Cycles in the US Southwest 



Groundwater Depletion  

Long term water-level declines 

caused by sustained 

groundwater pumping. 

Documented as 

early as 1947 in 

Deming. 

Water Level in 

Clovis Well 



Groundwater Levels Can Decline Steadily 

With Little or No Fluctuation From Wet and Dry Cycles 

But droughts can have a cumulative impact on GW depletion. 

Water Level in 

Clovis Well 
Wet and Dry Cycles in the US Southwest 



Groundwater Depletion Consequences 

ÁWells and springs drying up 

ÁWater quality deterioration 

ÁLand surface subsidence 

Uranium 


